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Dear Ms. Evison: 

SUBJECT: Albion-Sheridan Township Landfill Superfund Site, Calhoun County, 
Michigan 

This letter will serve to fulfill a coiwnitment by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) to provide the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) with issues the MDNR has identified that need to be resolved 
through the Dispute Resolution process. They are as follows: 

1. Test pitting to positively verify significant magnetic anomalies 
that were identified during the MDNR magnetometer (mag) survey. 

2, The installation of additional monitor wells at four locations 
specified by the MDNR. 

The MDNR mag survey was conducted from October 13, 1993 through November 23, 
1993, The resulting data has shown the existance of several significant 
magnetic anomalies that our geotechnical staff have advised represent the 
highest possibility for buried drums, based on their experiences at other 
sites. Please see the attached documents that will, in greater detail, 
explain our survey results. 

At the request of the EPA, we revisited the data generated during the mag 
survey conducted by WW Engineering and Science (WWES). The data from areas 
A, B, C and D was compared to the data from our survey of the entire landfill 
and to the equivalent areas of our survey to those of A, B, C and D. The data 
from the WWES survey compares favorably with the data we generated. Having 
seen the two data sets side by side, we have concluded that our earlier 
interpretation and analysis of the WWES data was based on seeing only a small 
portion of the picture. Taken in that context, the data didn't make much 
sense. However, we now believe that, not only was the mag instrument 
apparently working properly, but the data was accurate and did in fact show 
some serious anomalies that were confirmed by our survey. We hope that this 
explanation clarifies our earlier conments. 

In our letter to you dated August 10, 1993, we made several recommendations. 
Among these were the placement and installation of four additional monitor 
well nests at locations near the site. In his September 3, 1993 letter. 
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Rauland Sharp states that the EPA will install, at a minimum, a deep bedrock 
well near the current MW-09 location and screened within the same zone as 
MW04-DB, and a well nest located between Erie Road and the railroad tracks. 
Since the receipt of that letter, the MDNR has been, and still is, in 
disagreement with the number of EPA proposed new monitor wells and the 
locations. Our geological support staff has continued to evaluate the WWES 
data and have concluded that some serious questions have arisen regarding the 
groundwater direction at the site. Please see the attached memo for a more 
detailed explanation of our concerns and their rationale for their 
conclusions. 

I have sent, via overnight mail, the maps and drawings pertaining to the mag 
survey and our hydro-geo conclusions. There was just no way to send them via 
fax and expect them to come out the correct size and color, since some of the 
maps are color coded, I will send Liz Bartz a copy of this letter and 
supporting documents, including the maps. However, in order to get the maps 
to you by tomorrow, I won't be able to get our file maps (we only have one 
set) copied until tomorrow, and will send them out to Liz as soon as they are 
copied. 

Claudia Kerbawy and I have discussed the situation regarding the presentation 
of the remedial alternatives at the November 22, 1993 meeting in Grand Rapids. 
It is our conclusion that the MDNR should receive at least a letter under the 
EPA letterhead that outlines the possible remedies we discussed. We see no 
need, at this time, for the EPA to send us a large document. A simple one-
page letter will suffice. We will make every attempt to give the letter and 
its contents an expedited review, in light of the fact that both Claudia and I 
will be gone the two weeks over the holidays. 

We sincerely hope this letter has met your expectations and that the issues we 
will be raising to the next level will be resolved to the satisfaction of all. 

I hope you have a >jery happy holiday season. If you have any questions, please 
call me. 

Gene L. Hall 
Superfund Section 
Environmental Response Division 
517-373-6808 
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